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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of claims 69-92 in the reply filed on 1 0/28/06 is acknowledged. 
The examiner assumed that the applicant's is selected without transverse. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 9/28/05 and 12/29/03 have 
been considered by the examiner and made of record in the application file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 69-92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hama (US 6,944,481) in view of Hirayama (US 2002/0198006). 

As to claim 69, Hama teaches a portable information terminal equipment (figure 1A- 
1C and 2) comprising: 

upper and lower units coupled to one another by a hinge unit; 

a hinge driving mechanism for changing the relative positions of the upper and lower 
units by rotating either or both the units; and 

a controller for controlling the hinge driving mechanism to rotate either or both the 
units so that they are located at a angle to each other when receiving a call or a 
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message to thereby inform a user of the receipt of the call or the message (col. 5, line 
57-col.6, line 16 and col.21, lines 45-49). 

Hama fails to teach the hinge rotate at a prescribed angle. Hirayama teaches the 
hinge rotate at a prescribed angle (paragraph 0017, 0018). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the teaching of Hirayama into the system of Hama in order to provide a portable 
information terminal with multifunction capabilities. 

As to claim 70, Hama teach a portable information terminal equipment (figure 1a- 
c, figure 2) comprising: 

upper and lower units coupled to one another by a hinge unit; 

a hinge driving mechanism for changing the relative positions of the upper and 
lower units by rotating either or both the units; and 

a controller for controlling the hinge driving mechanism to rotate either or both 
the units so that they are located at a angle to each other when receiving a call or a 
message based on information about the sender of the call or the message and/ or the 
received message to thereby inform a user of the receipt of the call or the message. 

Hama fails to teach the hinge rotate at a prescribed angle. Hirayama teaches the 
hinge rotate at a prescribed angle (paragraph 0017, 0018). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the teaching of Hirayama into the system of Hama in order to provide a portable 
information terminal with multifunction capabilities. 
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As to claim 71, the combination of Hama and Hirayama teaches portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 69, wherein the controller provides 
open/ close operation control so 

that the upper and lower units are located at a prescribed angle to each other when an 
incoming call is not acknowledged (col.3, line49-col.4, line 10). 

As to claim 72, the combination of Hama and Hirayama teaches portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 70, wherein the controller provides 
open/ close operation control so that the upper and lower units are located at a 
prescribed angle to each other when an incoming call is not acknowledged (col.3, line 
49-col.4, line 10). 

As to claim 73, the combination of Hama and Hirayama teaches portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 69, further comprising a detector for 
detecting the placed condition of the equipment, wherein: 

the controller provides open/ close operation control based on the placed 
condition of the equipment detected by the detector (figure 2, 119). 

As to claim 74, the combination of Hama and Hirayama teaches portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 70, further comprising a detector for 
detecting the placed condition of the equipment, wherein: 

the controller provides open/ close operation control based on the placed 
condition of the equipment detected by the detector (figure 2, 119). 
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As to claim 75, the combination of Hama and Hirayama teaches portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 71 , further comprising a detector for 
detecting the placed condition 
of the equipment, wherein: 

the controller provides open/ close operation control based on the placed 
condition of the equipment detected by the detector (figure 2, 119). 

As to claim 76, the combination of Hama and Hirayama teaches portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 72, further comprising a detector for 
detecting the placed condition of the equipment, wherein: 

the controller provides open/ close operation control based on the placed 
condition of the equipment detected by the detector (figure 2, 119). 

As to claim 77, the combination of Hama and Hirayama teaches portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 70, further comprising a setting 
interface for registering user settings with respect to open/ close positions associated 
with the sender information and/ or received message information, wherein: 

the controller controls the hinge driving mechanism in a manner so as to change 
the angle formed between the upper and lower units when receiving a call or a message 
based on the user settings (col .4, lines 28-46). 

As to claim 78, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 77; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 77. 

As to claim 79, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 77; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 77. 
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As to claim 80, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 77; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 77. 

As to claim 81 , the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 77; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 77. 

As to claim 82, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 77; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 77. 

As to claim 83, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 77; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 77. 

As to claim 84, the combination of Hama and Hirayama teaches the portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 69, wherein the upper and lower units 
repeatedly open/ close at prescribed intervals under the control of the controller. 

As to claim 85, the combination of Hama and Hirayama fails to teach portable 
information terminal equipment claimed in claim 70, wherein the upper and lower units 
repeatedly open/ close at prescribed intervals under the control of the controller. 
However, the examiner takes Official Notice that the upper and lower units repeatedly 
open/ close at prescribed intervals under the control of the controller is known in the art. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the teaching of the upper and lower units repeatedly 
open/ close at prescribed intervals under the control of the controller into the system of 
Hama in order to enhance the system performance of the folding communication 
terminal having two displays. 
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As to claim 86, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 85; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 85. 

As to claim 87, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 85; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 85. 

As to claim 88, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 85; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 85. 

As to claim 89, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 85; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 85. 

As to claim 90, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 85; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 85. 

As to claim 91 , the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 85; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 85. 

As to claim 92, the limitation of the claim is the same limitation of claim 85; 
therefore, the claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 85. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Ota et al (US 2003/0190896) teaches mobile radio device. 

B. Kido (US 2002/0177418, 2003/0153372) teaches portable terminal device to 
control message displayed on the display, method and program to control display of the 
message. 
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C. Mizuta (US 2004/0203532, 2003/0064758) teaches foldable information 
apparatus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANH C. LE whose telephone number is 571-272-7868. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM TROST can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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